
 

 

 
 

 

To:  Interested Parties 

From: Jeff Sadosky, Director of Regional Media 

Date:  July 25, 2008 

Re:  The "Coverage Gap" Between National and Battleground Media 
 

In the past few days, the gap between what the national press corps is writing and focusing on and what actual voters in 

battleground states are reading is larger than usual. This is extremely important to note because according to recent polls, 

the majority of Americans consume their news from local and regional newspapers and local television news programs. 

One survey found that only 19 percent of respondents regularly read a national newspaper while 64 percent regularly read 

a local newspaper.  Please see below a sampling of the "coverage gap" that currently exists. 
 

Some Headlines From The National Press Corps: 
 

This week, the headlines from the major national newspapers focused on process stories such as John McCain's "luck" 

and an event being "thwarted by hurricane." 
 

 The Washington Post: "McCain Still Waiting for His Turn at Good Luck" (Michael D. Shear, "McCain Still Waiting for His Turn at 

Good Luck," Washington Post, 7/24/08) 
 

 The New York Times: "McCain Event Is Thwarted by Hurricane" (Elisabeth Bumiller, "McCain Event Is Thwarted By Hurricane," 

The New York Times, 7/24/08) 
 

Some Headlines From The Local And Regional Press Coverage: 
 

Yet, in the states where John McCain has traveled, the coverage has been focused on John McCain's record of bipartisan 

reform, his leadership and his vision for the country. Instead of focusing on process, the local and regional media have 

focused on informing voters about John McCain and his record. Further still, regional media have included in its coverage 

the concerns of undecided voters about Senator Obama's lack of experience and his limited, partisan record. While it may 

not be portrayed nationally, John McCain's message continues to resonate with voters in the states. 
 

Maine… 
 

[ME] Sun Herald: "McCain: Energy On Front Burner" (Bonnie Washuk, "McCain: Energy On Front Burner," [ME] Sun Herald, 7/22/08) 
 

Portland Press Herald: "Famous POW's Visit Is A Big Day For Museum" (Matt Wickenheiser, "Famous POW's Visit Is A Big Day For 

Museum," Portland Press Herald, 7/22/08) 

 

New Hampshire…  
 

Concord Monitor: "McCain: Rival Ill-Informed On War" (Margot Sanger-Katz, "McCain: Rival Ill-Informed On War," Concord Monitor, 

7/23/08) 

 

New Hampshire Union Leader: "Energy Plan: McCain Would Open 45 Nuclear Reactors Across Country" (John DiStaso, 

"Energy Plan: McCain Would Open 45 Nuclear Reactors Across Country," New Hampshire Union Leader, 7/23/08) 

 

New Hampshire Union Leader: "Obama In Iraq: See No Victory, Hear No Victory" (Editorial, "Obama In Iraq: See No Victory, Hear 

No Victory," New Hampshire Union Leader, 7/23/08) 



 

 

 

Portsmouth Herald: "Out On A Limb: Keeping Up With John McCain" (Michael McCord, "Out On A Limb: Keeping Up With John 

McCain," Portsmouth Herald, 7/23/08) 

 

Pennsylvania… 
 

Allentown Morning Call: "In Wilkes-Barre, McCain Takes Questions From Friend And Foe" (Bob Laylo, "In Wilkes-Barre, 

McCain Takes Questions From Friend And Foe," Allentown Morning Call, 7/24/08) 

 

[PA] Times-Leader: "McCain Straight Talks Wilkes Barre" (Andrew M. Seder, "McCain Straight Talks Wilkes Barre," [PA] Times-Leader, 

7/24/08) 

 

Scranton Times-Tribune: "McCain Touts Energy Policies" (Borys Krawczeniuk, "McCain Touts Energy Policies," Scranton Times-

Tribune, 7/24/08) 

 

Scranton Times-Tribune: "McCain: Ability To Veto Pork Would Level The Playing Field" (Borys Krawczeniuk And Coulter Jones, 

"McCain: Ability To Veto Pork Would Level The Playing Field," Scranton Times-Tribune, 7/24/08) 

 

[Wilkes-Barre, PA] Citizen's Voice: "Supporters Tout McCain's Experience" (Heath D. Williams And Chris Lynett, "Supporters Tout 

McCain's Experience," [Wilkes-Barre, PA] Citizen's Voice, 7/24/08) 

 

Ohio… 
 

Dayton Daily News: "Local Businessmen Meet With McCain" (Jessica Wehrman and William Hershey, "Local Businessmen Meet With 

McCain," Dayton Daily News, 7/25/08) 

 

Canton [OH] Repository: "McCain Touts More Funding To Fight Cancer" (Paul E. Kostyu, "McCain Touts More Funding To Fight 

Cancer," Canton [OH] Repository, 7/25/08) 

 

The Associated Press: "McCain Visits German Restaurant – In Ohio" (Tom Raum, "McCain Visits German Restaurant – In Ohio," 

The Associated Press, 7/24/08) 
 

Some Local  And Regional Analysis: 
 

The headlines above demonstrate local and regional reporters' willingness to engage in a more substantive discussion on 

"front of mind" issues for voters across the country.  
 

Maine…  
 

 Sun Herald: "The United States has a new mission: To become energy independent, Republican presidential 

nominee John McCain told a crowd filled with veterans Monday. During his speech outside the Maine Military 

Museum, which featured exhibits of the Vietnam War, McCain offered two main points. As president he'd work to 

make the country energy independent through coal, solar, wind, and tidal power and 45 new nuclear power plants that 

would employ 700,000." (Bonnie Washuk, "McCain: Energy On Front Burner," [ME] Sun Herald, 7/22/08) 
 

 Portland Press Herald: "The Arizona Republican, a former prisoner of war, reminded a crowd at the Maine Military 

Museum grounds that Obama opposed the troop surge last year and has yet to acknowledge that it has worked. He 

suggested that Obama's position reflects a lack of judgment and experience on national security." (Dieter Bradbury, 

"McCain Courts Mainers," Portland Press Herald, 7/22/08) 
 

New Hampshire,,, 
 

 Concord Monitor: "Speaking yesterday to a rowdy and supportive crowd at the Rochester Opera House, McCain 

described Obama's policies on the Iraq war as ill-informed and incorrect. McCain, a Republican senator, has stressed 

that troop withdrawals should be tied to conditions on the ground in Iraq and not to external timetables, pointing to 

successes achieved during the recent so-called troop surge. Obama, in contrast, has said that he would begin 



 

 

removing troops from the country shortly after taking office, with a goal of removing most American forces within 16 

months." (Margot Sanger-Katz, "McCain: Rival Ill-Informed On War," Concord Monitor, 7/23/08) 
 

 New Hampshire Union Leader: "McCain spoke with vigor during a town hall meeting at the Rochester Opera House 

yesterday afternoon, touting his experience over that of Obama's as he distinguished his own policies on Iraq and 

energy from that of the Democratic senator from Illinois." (Clynton Namuo, "McCain Slams Obama On Energy, War In Iraq," New 

Hampshire Union Leader, 7/23/08) 
 

Pennsylvania… 
 

 Allentown Morning Call: "Open to anyone, McCain's event drew Republicans but also Democrats such as Laureen 

Cummings, who backed Hillary Clinton in the primary but turned to McCain after Obama won. Cummings doubts 

Obama has the experience to be president." (Bob Laylo, "In Wilkes-Barre, Mccain Takes Questions From Friend And Foe," Allentown 

Morning Call, 7/24/08) 
 

 Times-Leader: "Besides talking about the cost and America's dependency on foreign oil, McCain spent most of his 

one-hour appearance discussing the war in Iraq, Social Security, education and his disdain for pork barrel spending, 

among other topics. He took questions from nine audience members and allowed some debate on his answers. That 

style impressed John Ord, of Harmony Township, Susquehanna County. Ord said the way McCain allowed the 

questioner 'to hold onto the microphone after asking the question so he can debate back and forth with you was 

awesome.'" (Andrew M. Seder, "McCain straight talks Wilkes Barre," [PA] Times-Leader, 7/24/08) 
 

 Scranton Times-Tribune: "Arizona Sen. John McCain focused heavily on the high price of gasoline Wednesday in 

his first visit to Northeastern Pennsylvania as a presidential candidate, saying ending the nation's dependence on 

foreign oil would also help make it safer from terrorists." (Borys Krawczeniuk, "McCain Touts Energy Policies," Scranton Times-

Tribune, 7/24/08) 
 

Ohio… 
 

 Dayton Daily News: "Republican John McCain joined fellow cancer survivor Lance Armstrong on Thursday night, 

July 24, at Ohio State University and promised that as president, he would 'reverse' the trend of shrinking budgets for 

the National Cancer Institute." (William Hershey, "McCain Vows Funding To Fight Cancer," Dayton Daily News, 7/25/08) 
 

 Columbus Dispatch: "McCain had lunch in German Village with five Ohio business owners at Schmidt's Restaurant 

und Sausage Haus, operated since 1886 by five generations of the Schmidt family. Schmidt's is famous for its 

Bahama Mama sausages and its cream puffs — and McCain had both." (Mark Niquette And Joe Hallett, "McCain Doubts Rival's 

Motives," Columbus Dispatch, 7/25/08) 
 

 The Associated Press: "As Barack Obama delivered a high-profile speech in Berlin, McCain said he was focusing 

his attention this week on economic issues, including soaring food and fuel costs. He has been busy campaigning and 

raising funds in key battleground states like Ohio." (Tom Raum, "McCain Visits German Restaurant – In Ohio," The Associated Press, 

7/24/08) 
 

 Toledo Blade: " The Arizona senator then pushed his health-care proposals at champion cyclist Lance Armstrong's 

second national Livestrong Summit on the Ohio … Mr. McCain won applause when he called for streamlining the 

clinical trial process to bring promising treatments to patients sooner." (Jim Provance, "McCain Campaigns In Chic Ohio 'Village'," 

Toledo Blade, 7/25/08) 
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